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THE PERFORMER

Hobey Ford, the creator of the

Golden Rod Puppets, designs builds
and performs puppet productions
throughout the US and Canada.
Today he is based in the mountains
of Western North Carolina, near
Asheville, but he was born in
coastal Connecticut. He began
working with puppets at The State
University of New York in
Purchase, where he studied art.

Ford founded the Golden
Rod Puppets in 1980 after moving
to North Carolina, and since that
time he has worked at such venues
as The Smithsonian Museum, The
Kennedy Center, The Jim Henson
International Festival of Puppetry,
The Detroit Institute of Arts as well S
as schools, festivals, libraries and theaters across the country.

The Golden Rod Puppets are named for their focus on rod puppetry, including many
refated styles of puppetry, which involve the use of rods. Ford works with traditional European
style rod puppets, shadow puppets, adapted bunraku puppets, as well as contemporary hand and
rod puppets. Ford serves as rod puppetry consultant to Puppeteers of America.

Drawing on art, woodworking and basic engineering skills, Hobey designs and crafts his
puppets. He is renowned for his techniques of carved foam rubber, which he uses in his
“foamies”, finely articulated realistic animal puppets. Ford employs complicated mechanisms
and careful manipulation, while using his own voice and storytelling skills to bring his puppets to
life.

Ford has won numerous awards including three Jim Henson Foundation grants, and
puppetry’s highest honor, a Citation of Excellence from Union International de la Marionette.
He also teaches nationally through The Kennedy Center’s Professional Development for
Teachers program.

THE AUDIENCE

A good audience is as important as the performer to make a performance go well. Itis
important to listen quietly and not to talk unless the performer invites the audience to do so. If
you are sitting on the floor you should sit cross-legged and not on your knees, so the children
behind you can see. Clapping at the end of a story or at the end of the show is always







